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THE STRATEGY OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL (I¥}) 


The problem of direct action is another matter of strategy which must engross 
the attention of the Fourth International. The present period offers a different 
background for a consideration of this problem than ever before. Previously, it 
Was warmly dcbated whether there was not a better way than physical action in the 
strcets for a solution of the contradictions facing the masses, Tho Liberal era of- 


fered the method of mutual tolerance, of rational discussion culminating in parliamen- 
tarism. Today thesc solutions are plainly inadequate. The contradictions of capital- 


ism have made the system one of violence and brutal action in every phase of life. 
One must be prepared at every turn to back up one's opinions with one's life, The 
question whether to participate in parliament or not has faded in itportance in the 


lifht of the fact that parliament is now fast becoming a lost and forgotten institution 


Incidentally, the present age has come to remind intellectuals that the best 
method of pedagogy is the one in which pemctice is the teacher. Today, opinions 
must literally be fought for. This means that the days of hyperbolic polemics are 
over. Opinions will be restricted to those which are important and over which the 


protagonist is deadly in earnest. This alone will spell the death knell of the dilet- 


tante intellectual from Hobohemia or Sexophathia who has inhabited the fringe of tho 


proletarian movement. Fascism has a way of driving the chattorbox out of the movement 


and allowing only those who mean business to remain. This is another guaranty thet 
the proletarian movement will be placed on the tracks of direct action. Action and 
theory will tend to become more united within the revolutionary movement; democracy 
and free speech will be for the doers only. 


Direct action in the past has taken either economic or political forms, of a 
reformistic or revolutionary character. Heretofore there has been ample room between 
the rehearsal and the final act of the drama, between the period of preparation and 
the actual insurrection. The present period, however, is distinguished by the fact 
that the struggle for reform leads directly and immediately to the struggle for power 
in many instances. Under Fascism even the reform dmmonstration is not permitted and 
one takes one's life in his hends when asking éyen:for tho most moderate improvements 
for the masses. Simce every action of ‘the masses becomes so fraught with consequen- 
ces, the organization of these actions must be carefully studied in every instance. 


If the present epoch is one of direct action it is another sign that the revolu- 
tionary movement must shift further from the idea that gyrations of repreasntative 


or delegate can be substituted for the action of the mase itself, Dire#t action placas 


before every participant the full consequences of his activity. He himself must fight 
out all the doubtful questions that besiege him before entering into the battle. In 


representative action the masses remain passive; the field is open for bureeucracy,. In 


direct action it is.the masses themselves who live; the representative is merely the 
leader and that leader is best who knows how to train others for leadership, In a 
period of direct action the umits of the revolutionary party must be small and each 
member must be capable of standing on his.own feet. Responsibility and capability 
become tested and developed. 


Direct action of: an economic, secandary nature may occur in the industries, among 


the unemployed and among the mass of cousumers. With the producers, it takes the 
form of strikes which in the present period tend to less their simple economic char- 
acter, even whers the strikes have purely economic aims, and to take on important po- 


litical consequences. n'Germany today any largo strike would be bound to have violent 


Te 


Pagape nutes . Class Struggle © | Noveuber 1936 


political repercussions, Ths very reason for existence of Fascism is ita ability 

to crush all organization and united action of the working cless. The mere fact of 

a united strike under Fascism would be a complete challenge to the entire regime no 
natter what the aims of the strike. Under Fascism every strike would quickly have to 
turn into insurrection. And for that rsason the workers ars slow to strike, knowing 
w6ll the consequences of thoir ections. 


In all countries of course it is the strategy of the Communists to widen and 
decpen every physical domonstration of the workers, tc raise its political loevol, to 
connect the strike with tho issue of workers' power. Where the strike becones agen- 
6ral strike, there the question of power becomes a pressing ono on the immediate order 
of the day. 


The question of strike is intimately connected with the active boycott as a 
weapon of dircct action. Tho boycott can transform a local action to a wids-sprcad 
gencral struggle tising up bot consumers and producers and uniting the working class 
as a wholc. Connectsd with the boycott is the question of nss retaliation for injur- 
ics and mass sabotage. Revenge is not an inconscquential motive hare and the Conuun- 
ists will not gencrally restrain the spontaneity of the mass ovon though spontaneity 
is not cnough for victory. 


If it is true that wo live in an anti-reforg pcoriod, then scvory struggle for 
reforin must mect the sternest resistance Thus oven the organization of now trade 
unions embodying laycrs of unskilled wokers will meot the fiercest opposition. It is 
for this rcason that wo can pridict that the Anecrican Fddsoration of Labor with its 
Liberal hositating policios will never be able to orgunize tho mass of Negroes, or the 
unskilled workers in the South. Those who go out to win reforus today nust be made 
of the hard fibre of rovolutionists. It is not poaceful persuasion that will accomplish 
the job, at a tine when capitalism is on the down-gradc, but only hard struggle More 
and more xm the orgénization of the unorganized and the building up of unions for 
strugy.le belong to the revolutionary elenents. It is only the revolutionist who can 
be 6ven a successful reformist. 


In the unomployed field, the genuine rovolutionary Communist will tend to make 
the unemployed organization rely entirely upon direct action to improve conditions. 
Adcquate unemployment insurance is impossible today when thd armies of unenploycd aro 
so enormous. The unéenployed, therefore, nust bo taught to help themselvss. Communists 
and unemployed will not spend auch tiie in legislatures petitioning but will mobilize 
their forces rather in militant demonstrations and will concentrate thoir attention 
on the placos where food is stored, wherc fuel and clothing may be obtained, Whole 
noighborhoods can be arousod ovor the quostion of evictions in order to make cvory ogic- 
tion as costly as possible for the landlords. Tho gsneral idea is that the woalthy 
must find it doarer to worsen conditions than to allow thom to remain as they are, 


Today, direct action can be not only a weapon to remedy conditions but a preventa- 
tive forcc. The prolctariat, knowing the wenace of Fascism, can physically annihilate 
the Fascist movenont at the vory start. After all, in some countries the organized 
labor movement is woll ontrenchod. If it knows that the days of Liboralism are number- 
ed and nust givo way to Fascist violence, then it will be forewarned scnough to make it 
impossible for the Fascist forces to appear in workors' quartors, 


x1 Tho strategy of the Communists in this period must be to make the demonstrationss 
as brutal and powcrful as possible. In every. case where the workers have been defeated 
sentimentality and Liberal illusions have played far too great a part. The more firm 
and positive the action the bottér the déemonstratioyg. 


In the Unitod States, the question of the fight against lynching of tho Negro, 
of the labor organizer and poor white toiler furnishes a good illustration of the cor- 
rect method. Tho Communist will not bewail tho institution of lynching, but will try 
to uso that institution against the instigators of lynching. Tho slogan "Lynch the 
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lynchers of the Negroes and poor toilers" will mark the adoption of American methods 
to terminate the slaughter of the innocent workers. As part of this policy, overy- 
where the Negroes would be induced to organize white and black physical defence bodies 
that would protect the poor masses and build up the power of the lowest strata of the 
population. 


Direct action logically loads to insurrection. The strike, the boycott, the de- 
monstration, all have this as their ultimate objective and goal. 


a0 

On the road to insurrection for every class striving for power lies the problem 
of disarming the rulers and arning its own cohorts. This question is not peculiar 
to the proletariat alone and it is interesting to note hew the bourgeoisic soived the 
problem of the digarming of the ancien rogim: and the arming of its sewn forces, Gen. 
erally speaking, the nascent capitalist class accomplished its tesk first by winning 
over the biggest baron or prince to their side and making himm supreme through its 
monetary and waterial support. The reliance of the military upon gunpowder, cannon 
and manufactured instruments naturally gave the adyantage to the manufacturers of these 
articles or to those with the money to purchase them. As the capitalists’ enemics, 
the feudal lords and knights, became reduced in power, they were gradually disarmad; 
their old retainers were disbanded, thep themselves becoming bedroom courtiers, knights 
of the bath or sf the garter. 


The next task of the bourgséoisie was to take command of the apparatus of the State, 
and, in particular of certain key sections of the armed fercos., Generally, the capi- 
talists managed to obtain inpertant posts such as Ministcrs ef Finance, so that at 
critical moments in the struggle they could entirely disorganize their opponent in 
powor, Then, too, they managed in Britain to control the vital forces of the navy, 

In Aiserica they trained themselves through the French and Indian wars. Everywhoro 
they endcavored to influence certain corps of the army, espcGially the artillery 
départ.icnt where the needed engineers and scientists were located. If the cavalry 
often belonged to the Royalists, the artilaery frequently followed the capitalists, 
Ones ths bourgeoisie found themselves with fetters unbound or in control of the State, 
they Quickly formed their own "special forces, such as the Garde Mobile in France. 
Sometimes they used these spccial forces to crack the regular army of the old regime 
and win it over to their cause, 


Tho proletariat has had a more difficult time than the bourgeoisie in disarming 
the forces of the State and arming itself. Let us remember tiat the bourgeoisie seized 
power in most cases long after it had become the dominating factor in production; henee 
it had money and other material means at its disposal. The proletariat, on the other 
hand, must seize power in order to make sure its possession of the means of production; 
It must make the struggle for power as a dispossessed, oppressed class. Hance, the 
weanong it needs - tnless it is armed by the bourgeoisie for war purposes - must be 
takor frem the bourgeoisie by force. This arming of itself is an inevitable process 
and the Fourth International wibl have to take cognizance of the tasks to be performed 
First of all, there is the fact that proletarian revolutions today do not need to wait 
for world wars to break out. They can mature, as China, Cuba and Spain have shown, @ 
éven where there is no war to throw all antagonisms inte sharpest relicf, 


In considering the armed forces of the State, many distinctions must be drawn. 
First it must be determinod whether the army is a mercenary volunteer one or a con- 
script army. Naturally, the approach will be different and the possibilities for work 
vary in each case. Thon thore aro tho quéstions pertaining to each branch of the ser- 
vice. In general it will be found that the artillery and aviation corpos will be firn- 
ly under the control of the capitalists, the cavalry in charge of the agrarian cleiuent 
and the infantry made up of both workers and farmers er peasants, Sach branch of the 
armed forccs will offer special problema. This doeg not mean that the proletariat will 


armed ed become J nencaelscia motorized and mechanized, tho _ er 
The proletariat entors into tho h 2 ven 


rkncn attacked to the army increases. 
the tiost merccntary armed force today. ‘toa a 


Then there are the other divisions of the armed forces, - “such erecrels super- yal 
Eroue s as the U.S. Marines who act as police over the ariiy and navy, such groups 2 Bt 
the “ational guard or State militia which are in betwoen the regular army and the aoe 
ice and which offer diverse probleus. In the United States these groups are often 
fillod with working class and farmer elements who ars sympathetic to strikers. The “| 
National Guard and State Militia, however, are intended to be particularly loyal to q 
the bourgeoisie and to be used for internal work, against the onemy at home. There- ra 
fore the effort to crack this particular body of men becomes especially important to T 
revilutionists in ordinary times of strike or where insurrection is not yet on the or- 
der of the day so as to warrant the use of the regular arny. In the European countrics 
special Mobile Guards or National Guards are formed for this sole purpose of doncstic 
action. . | a 

q 


Bosidés this group some countries have special nationalized and centralized police 
forcesx,like the French gensdarmeris who are highly paid but rsiioved from tha local 
influcnce of tho pcople. Further down the line there are the specialized and perma- 
nent forces of the policso such as the "Industrial .squads", the detective forcos, etc. 

In all countries a sharp line has bsen drawn betwson the regular aruy and the police, 
tho proletsriet abandoning ell hope of winning ths police over to thair side, but con- 
centrating instéad upon the regular soldisrs. whero they have a batter chance. In An- 
erica thers is stfll another division, the posse ‘of tus shcriff. This is mado up of 
citizons, wuost ofxten of citizcns complctoly controlled by the capitalists. 


Around the arméd forccs are to be found large nuitbcrs of proletarians who are 

part of the civilian population nceded to sustain the soldiors. As a general rule, the 
advence of capitalism has increasingly inturtwined the army with industry, end while 
war has becone the greatest industry of modern.times, tending completely tn subordi- 

ate all othcr branches xg% to itself, simultanéously the uklitary nachine has beon 
frets to rely incrvasingly upon the fuctoriss and prouuctive processes of the coun- 
try. Thus, strikes, boycotts, sabotage cain bocone an increasingly powerful woapon 
to demoralize and crack the ariuod forces by reueving material support fro thom at 
critical moments. But furthor tnan that, there arc the aruories and erscnals which 
are filled with workers and which tnese workers can taks over at the right timo. This 
is highly important since to control: the armory or arsanal means to get .the possibi- 
lity of arming the nussos directly and to remove the guns and other aruament from the 
regular forces of the State. Besides thess depots, there are tho camps and cantonments 
of all sorts which have large numbers of workmen attached to tham, workmen who if 
properly organizod and directed could do inestimable damage in winning the soldisry to 
the cause of the revolution. Finally, of coursc, there ig the method of direct and 
indirect fraternization between the :oubers of thse aruy and the ordinary working po- 
pulation. Whoersver those soldiers go in the cities, during recreation periods or 
otherwise, they aro bound to co 6 in contact with the mass of peoples and to becorie 
infected with tho prevailing social views. 


Extrenely iuportant, and often furnishing an invaluable link in reaching the nili- 
tary ranks, are the social-nilitery reserves which the capitalist Stato is forced to 
uaintaif. These reserves aro of various sorts; conscripts who are liable to be called 
to thé colors, officcrs who are on call, wtoran organization s, gilitary training 
groups, and such bodics as in Ancrica are represented by the Reserve Officers Training . 
Corps, the Citizens Military Training Camps, the various rifle clubs,authorized by the 
fovernucnt. cilitar schools and sw&ax similar institutions. 
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The attitude of the Oomnunist changes according to the specific character, and 
purpose of each body. As much as possible these social organizations are utilized 
to penetrate both into the regular armed forces and into the ranks of the ltnes noxt 
in reserve. 


Part of the strategy of disarming of the bourgeoisie is the dissolution of the 
capitalist armies in tine of war. The lino of Lanin was the defeatist line, that is, 
the policy whereby the Comnunists worked for the defeat of their own ruling class and 
did their best to win the workers and conscripts in the arnuy to their cause by denoun- 
cing the war and organizing mutinies to subdue the officers and transform imperialist 
var to civil war. Of course the Communists have t¢ work differently from the agents 
of the forcign governments at war with one another. Not every form of defeatisn is 
revolutionary defeatism; the mere fact that the tropps are defeated doas not neces-~ 
Sarily mean a strengthening of the workers' forces. In tines of war the capitalists 
alw:.ys try to make the Comsunists into am agents provocateur or spies for the enery 
ruling class and this is a great danger that must be avoided. The defeatisa of the 
Leninist takes the form of accentuating the class struggle in all its ramifications; 
by no tietns can it take the form of consciously favoring the capitalist class of the 
hostile country. (This was the form taken by the ill-fated Irish Rebellion of 1916. 

In many pbhaces the bourgeoisie has cooperated with the ruling classes of opposing 
Countrics but this can not be the policy of the working class.) Naturally, those pro- 
cautions do not hold so far as contacting the workers of the other belligerent coun- 
tries are concerned, and every effort nust be made at fraternization with the workers 
and soldicrs of the opposing armies so as to break down capitalist and inperialist 
divisions, 


The defeatism of the proletariat can not only take tho form of strikes at hone 
and mutinies in the army, but also must make use of the pacifistic tendencies in the 
ranks of the petty bourgeoisie, Pacifism can be used to demoralize the ranks of the 
supporters of the capitalist class just as it is normally used to domoralize the ranks 
of the workers. Ths militant sections of the advanced worksrs certainly cannot ignore 
the treditions and sentiments of pacifism which a large hunber of the petty bourgsoisic 
hold as their own, but nust learn how to use these feelings for a revelutionary purpose. 
After all, it is not generally the working class that declares wars but the rulers, 
and the opposition of pacifism can assume a.sincere note that will the pacifists tv 
work in alliance with the revolutionists, This was seen in the sonfarenca of Zinuer- 
wald and elsewhere in the early part of the last war, 


Tho bourgeeisie internationally can also become disarmed by divisions in its 
ranks es well as by exhaustion. Whore actually the workers are in charge of a State 
faced with the possibility of a capitalist united front ugdinst it, it is perfectly 
proper for that workers! State to try to prevent the consolidation of the hostile 
capitalist wotld. It has the duty ef making alliances that will aplit up the oppea&xing 
forces as much as possible. Furthermore, if the war must break out it would be better 
for it to break out in the capitalist world than against the country which is contrel 
led by the workers for the time being. But there must be no illusions that the capi- 
talist classes of the world also do not appreciate this danger and will not ultimately 
unite their forces against the country won by the workers. What is wrong with the 
Franco-Soviet Pact ts not that the Sovict Union has tried to make alliances with capi- 
talist countries, but rather that in order to make that alliance it has sacrificed the 
interests of the world revolution, preventing the French Revolution from breaking out 
and tus further, isolating the Sovist Union itself, 


Where colonial countries like Moroces under Abd-El-Krim and Ethiopia under Haile 
Selassie revolt against imperialism it is the duty of tho Communists to support the 
colonial forces in revolt, even where there is no possibility of introducing Communism 
in those countries. The storming of the main fortress of capitalism in Europe and 
America can only be accomplished by making use of the vast guerialla fighting that 
breaks out in the colonial countries, from Asia to Latin Anerica. The colonial warfare 
if it does nothing 6lse, at least weakens the forces of imperialism and permits the wors 
ers better to attack in the industrial countries. 
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Hand in hand with the question of disarising the bourgeoisie goes the problem of 
the arning of the class that is coming to powsr, the proletariat. The general tendon- 
cy of capitalism is to arm the entire people and nobilize it for war. It is clear 
thet an oppressed clsss that has never used aris cannot conquer power. Therefore the 
Strategy of the Coununists nust be to train as many of the working class population 
as possible in fighting and in the uso of arms. As in the slogan "Lynch the Lynchers 
of thc Negroes and. poor toilers," it is not the action of fighting that is comdemorn 
but the direction thi.t the fighting takos. In the caso of the aruad forves, what the 
Communists try to do is to turn the arny against its own officers and to throw the 
ariacd peopbde xgeinst thg bourgeois State, 


In the 19th .contury when any Statcs had standing armics of mercentary soldiers, 
the NarxiStspredictcd that following the French Revolution the inevitable tendency 
would be for universel military training and conscription; and to this change they 
were not opposéd. Today, however, the attitude of the Comaunists towards universal 
militery training can not be confined to goneralities but must be entirely concrete 
and specific. The world can be divided into three principal scctions, in this res- 
poct. 


In Europe whére universal nilitary training has been a fact for a long time, where 
the devastating world war has brought hone the meaning of revolution to the entire po- 
pulation and where the uass of workers have been in the trenches and already know the 
use of arms, here the Communists can no longer support the demand for universal midi- 
tary training although not nocossarily nust they be in opposition to it. The demand 
in Europe today nust be for a People's or for a Workers' Militia. Especially appro- 
priate is this in countries where the People's Front rules, It can be denonstrated 
that only when the entire péople ure arned that poace is assured as evidenced by the 
fact that the first country to stop fighting in the last world war was precisely that 
country that dissolved its r6égular army and arued the people - Russia, 


In tho colonial and semi-colonial countries, howover, an entirely differant situ- 
ation provails. In such cases as China, India, Nicaragua or the Philippines, the in- 
periaclists rule through mercentary armiss separate and apart fron the people. In 
such countriss the donand for universal uilitary training would arouse the massées to 
the highest pitch of enthusiasm and fill the rulers with dread, One of the great signs 
of hope in China today is the feft that the old traditions of Confucius which looked 
askance at military troining ere rapidly disappearing. If the incessant fighting in 
China has done nothing else it has at least been a great training school for the masses 
to learn the use of arms, This is the beginning of ths end for bmpsrialisn, 


In such countries as the United States, Canada, Australia and similar regions 
where the .insses are not trained in the use of arms and hays nover had concription 
for any length of time, here universal military training can serve a decidedly useful 
purpose for the Communists. In such countries, then, it is not the duty of the Con- 
munists to oppose universal nilitary training, but rather to favor it, alt ough they 
aay not always be in the position openly to douand it, since traditions of pacifisn 
in a given country night nike the ganoral labor uovenent misinterpret this dowand. Yet 
there is no othor way out to arm the masses. In this category of countries the tine 
is not ripe to raises tho slogan Workers! Militia. It is significant that in the United: 
States the ruling class itself is not in a hurry to introduce universal nilitary train- 
ing. 


In the United States the Communists will have to take a clear position in soegard 
to the special nilitarist groups such as the Reserve Officers Training Corps, the Citi- 
zens Military Trainigg Caups, the National Guard and so forth. In regard to the first, 
the Coimunists put forth steady opposition since this body is for the training only of 
bourgoois cadres. All work thnt Coniaunists do within this body is work to destroy anc 
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nullify its activity. In regard to the Citizens Military Training Camps a different 


apa wight be taken. On the one hand, thdse camps take in wide numbers of workers 
and train them in the use of arms. On the other hand, the workers are partially selec- 


_ ted and given a thorough bourgeois patriotic training that puts them in an entirely 


different 6nvironment than a universally conscripted army would engender. Under such 
circumstances it would seem that the Communists cannot oppose nor raise the cry of boy- 
cott of the C.M.T.Cs, nor yet can tney advocate such selected caups, but rather must ; 
work within them to raise the political level of tieir members and to win them for 


 Communi.sm. 


In regard to the National Guard, the workers must do everything in their power 


_to break up and destroy this specialized armed force of the bourgsoisie whose purvose 


is strike-breaking and the smashing of workers demonstrations. This does not,however, 
preclude work within this guard, slogans to favor the rank and file against the offiz- 
cérs, agitation for the slection of 6fficers and similar msasures. 


Whe rever°##GE bodies oxist such as the Citizens Conservation Corps, the Boy Scouts 
and various sports and drill societies, the action of the Communists depends upon the 
composition and function of the group. Where the group is thoroughly selected and 
under careful ‘bourgeois guidance but made up of plain working class slements, thers 
the policy will be similar to that of the C.M.T.C. On the other hand, as much as pos- 
sible the workers'must build up their own sports and drill clubs, their own defence 
corps. This is the best answer that Labor can make to the Ku Khix Klan, the Black 
Legion or Similar organizations’ potentially of great menace to the labor movement in 
the United States. 


The arming of the prolotariat has now reached a differsnt stage in worlds history 
with the conquest of power by the workers of ons part of thse world. For the first 
time the workers have 4 vast army and incalculable resources at their disposal. Within 
the Soviet Union everything that is done to strengthen the armed might of the people 
strengthens the entire working class, What is wrong with Stalinism is that it has dis- 
armed the people by replacing their crastive will by the initiative and power of a bu- 
reaucracy. Stalinism cannot defond the Soviet Union adequately and in the course of 
the coming war, when this becomes known, the proletariat will soon 6nough have to take 
action to remove the bureaucracy and reinstitute its direct rule. 


However, so longas the Soviet Union remains a Workers' State, then every adgance 
that it wins in the form of recognition or credits ans supplies from a capitalist world 
goes to strengthon the world prolotariat, provided of courss the price is not so great 
that the workers lose more than they gain. And it is precisely the crime of Stalin- 
ism that it pgys mich mors than it gots in return; the advantage to the Soviet Union 
is counter-balanced by the defeat of the world revolution which the policies of the 


leaders help to bring about. 


The Sovict Union can not be netural in any war of a major character thaé breaks 
out. ven should the capitalists not drag Russia into t 6 war, it would be the duty 
of the Soviet Union at critical moments to throw the vast weight of its economic and 
military forces into the struggle hut only in such a way as to further the emancipa- 
tion of the workers of the belligerent countries and to spread the world revolution 


It would be criminal for tie Soviet Union to take sides in the coming war, helping 


one set of capitalists against the other. This is exactly what Stalinism intends to 


do. Here ths Russian officials will have to reckon with the soldiers and workers in 


their own country who also will have something to say, and once the war breaks Mout, 
will be in a better position to Speak to thg bureaucracy. 


On the other hand, the proletariat of the world cannot be neutral in any war 
against the Soviet Union. It is not only a matter of aiding the Soviet Union- which 
can best be dono only by the working class extending the proletarian revolution - but 
also a question of struggling against any capita ist country at wat with the Soviets. 


i. 
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For the proper policy which the Comuunists of the Fourth Internationa] must saabine we 
refer the reader to the Class Struggle of November, 1935. 


Imr 


The strategy of the Fourth International will have to deal extensively with the 
question of the strategy of insurrection. And for this it will have to make a thorough 
examination 9f all the revolutions that have taken place from the time of the Peasants 
War of the 15th and 16th conturies to the present. So far as modern times are concérn- 
6d, there will have to be a distinction made between various staged of the movement. 
There is first the period before thé revolutionary situation has arisen and when the 
fight is one for preparation of the struggle through the fight for secondary roforms. 
Second, there is the phase just prior to the actual insurrection where the situation 
has becomes revolutionary and the proletarian vanguard is thoroughly prepared and organ- 
ized for the seizure of power, Finally, thére is the moment of insurrection itself. 


That every social revolution will have to culminate in a period of actual insur- 
rection is now the commonplace among the advanced workers. That tuiis insurreotion 
must not just "happon" hapahzardly but can be planned by the vanguard, is also a truism 
since the dags of Lenin. What is not sufficiently recognized, howsver, is the decisive 
character of the subjectivefactor, the Party, in the présent period and the possibibi- 
ties of the Communists ticmseives to change the level of dsvelopment from one plans 
to anothscr. Especially will this be true in highly industrialized regions wherc the 
very organization of the working class oven for reforms may lead at once to the ques- 
‘tion of power. While it is hard to start the revolution in these countries, once the 
Situation is ripe the revolutionary movewent can run with tremendous spaed and direct- 
ness through all its phases. 


Ths periods through which a Poople's revolution has generally travelled in modem 
times, are mainly, the spontaneous outburst, the"Honsymoon"stage, the"July Days", the 
counter-revolt, the further revolutionary advance leading to the victory of the prole- 
tariat, the period of civil war and then retreat. Together with this is the study of 
the mutual relationship of limited democracy, broad democracy, democratio-diotatorship 
and dictatorship of the proletariat, both direct and indirect. The evolution of the 
party from the sectarian stage, to the mass stage, to the heroic period and to degen- 
6ration via ths route of Thermidore, tha Directorate, ‘the Consulate and Bonapartism, 
all must be given careful study. 


Revolutions have their own evolution and laws of development, but these laws are 
laws of social explosions. The revolutionary movement often goes far beyond the point 
where it can maintain itself and is then driven backward far beyond the point necessary 
Thus it is only as a resultant of the most violent swings in one direction and the 
other. that the revolution finally comes to rest at the spot eommensurate with the re- 
lationship of social forcos at the time. It is necessary to study not onty the law 
of the zig-zag, but also the laws by which the zig-zags become so exaggerated and ox- 
trems. The laws of revolutions contain also within themsdlves the laws regulating 
the tempo and form of mutation movements, of sympdial developments, 


Having studied the laws of social action and reaction both-in their exaggorated 
and normal aspccts within tho general movement lnown as revolution, the révolutionists 
then can be prepared to take up the various instruments which they can use to test out 
in what moment of the social revolution they find themselves. Here we find ourselves 
not in the realm of social statics but of social dynamics and the ordinary instruments 
and barometers are not safficient, The Communista can use the barometer of parlia- 
mentary elections in these periods, the amount of votes being a rough indication of 
the stage of the movememt; or he can use the method of direct actionmzy on a secondary 
scale. In all cases his demands must be timed to meet the actual real situation. 
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But these mechanical instruments are not sufficient. The Communist Party must 
use far more delicate dials. It must be intimatey bound up with the toilers so that 
there is a constant transfusion of blood between the two. It must make use of those 

fine electrical devices which can measure the temper, the feelings, the electrical 
irradiation of the masses from moment to moment. This can be done only’ by a party 
that truly springs from the bowels of the class striving for power and represents its 
very soul. Feelings, passions, moods, psychological irradiations f the mass, the xa 
party must be so attuned to them by intimate personal contact with the people that it 
Can sway them through the mechanism cf politics to bring forth social conclusions. A 
b ureaucracy in the party is fatal to such machinery of adjustment. If it is capable 
of understanding the rough laws of gravitatioh, it can never understand the laws of 
6lectro-dynamics, 


The Fourth International will have to make a scientific study of the proper or- 
Bans of insurrection. There is parliament which can becouwe the medium of the mass 
struggle, as Spain shows today and the French, English and American Revolutions demon- 
strated long ago. The modifications that parliament ‘undergoes in the course of the 
strugglo and its limitation as an effective organ of proletarian struggle has to be 
ugjdcrstooud in all its aspects. Then there are the economic bodies of thé workers, 
the snop committees, the trada union councils and similar groups. Finally, there are 
the Sovicts sither in the shape given by the Russian Revolution or in some modified 
form. Concrete circumstances may demand specific adaptations of the organs of insur- 
rection 


In regard to the insurrection itself, there is always to be considered the dictum 
of Marx that insurrection is an art, the essence ef which lies in the audacious offen- 
sive and the determination to carry through to the end what is once started. Since 
the party will have to form its Military-Insurrectionary Committee, the experiences 
of such committees as have beon formed in the past must be thoroughly digested. The 
Question of the element of surprise in the scizure of key places, such as radio sta- 
tions, méans of communication and transportation, public places, stores of arms, fac- 
tories, and so forth becomes part of the problem. Hand in hand with this problom is 
the one of the organization of the arme@ forces responsible for the insurrection, 


Insurrectionary stratagy will have to tako into account the lessons rf barricade 
fighting of the past, the Paris Communes, the 1905 experience, the fighting in Vienna, 
in 1934, and similar occasions. In such a country as the United States, for example, 
where there are over 25 million automobiles, the question of barricading streets be- 
comes of spécial importance mxmnxfex sifice these automobiles can make mobile and easily 
constructed barricades even for the broadest highways. It is no longer necessary te 
rip up tke strests or to throw down furniture from the houses to form barricades in 
such a country. 


Finally, it must be considered that the insurrection is not the culmination of 
the Social Revolution but its true beginning. While the workers may seize power they 
will have to hold it against desperate resistance. Insurrection is followed by civil 
war. The Fourth International must draw the military technical lessons from the civil 
wars fought by the proletariat in the past. The question of the vahue of ariplanes, 
small arms, cannoh, tanks, mines, granades and gas in relation both to guerilla war- 
fare of the peasantry dispersed over a large territory and to masses af workers conges- 
ted in large cities must play an important role in this respect. 


From all this it can be seen what an entirely different body the Fourth Interna- 
tional will be compared with its predecessors. It will be a body which will recognize 
that the peaceful period of capitalism is over, that riots, bloodshed, violence, insur- 
rection, revolution, war, civil war, is the normal atmosphere in which we must live and 
work, It will also recognize that there has been a tremendous gap between the general 
theoretical knowledge of the workers and the strategy of what is to’ be done to make & 
Communism a reality. The Fourth International will concentrate entirely upon the 
strategy of the world revolution, 
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THE BETRAYAL OF NEW YORK BAKERY WORKERS 


On September 21, 1936, the golden jubilee and 21st convention of the Bakery and 
Confectionary Workers International Unions of America was hold in Pittsburg, Pa. This 
organization is in existence since 1886. It has at the present time a dues paying 
membership of 25,000 and about 12 to 15,000 more on the books, all of whom are in 
244 locals in the United States and Canada. The number of bakery workers in this 
country is figured approximately at a quarter of a million. Thus there are about 
200,000 unorganized, or more than five times the number in the union. This small 
ane ete has a roserve fund of $1,200,000, also a sick and death benefit fund of 

200,000. 


Up to the last convention that was held in St. Louis in 1929, the number of good 
standing members was 21,000°which fell to 16,000 in 1933. During the past 41 yeors 
of its existence the organization has paid out $2,811,969 in sick and death benefits 
Of this sum over a million was paid out during the seven yoars of the crisis. This 
proves how decply and painfully the years of the crisis have affected the health and 
life of the bakory workere. 


From the above authentic hard figures, we must draw the following picture: That 
the large amount of money which has been accumulated during the long period of the 
union's 6xistence is due to the fact that the general office of this organization has 
never engaged in any major campaign to organize the unorganized bakery workers. Nei- 
ther has ‘the goneral office ever tried to stimulate any local union to undertake any- 
thing of the sort,. although the workers in the local unions were paying for it all the 
time, All organization activities were always left to the local unions themselves, 
with their provincial local politicians, who ars mainly interested in being good fel- 
lows for the bosses, to enable them to get the best jobs. Whenever these provincials 
did do-something to organize, it was always in, a bakery that happned to.be next door 
to the union hall, or to the saloon where they held their ‘mestings in the backroom. 
With every strike, the membership of the local union involved bleeds to death finan- 
Cially, and the general offices will not contribute two cents from its huge reserve 
fund. 


Another situation that prevails today is that the organized shops are those of 
employers who could not sxpand their business and move out of the cellers into modern 
improved bakeshops up-town,. The result is that the union help still works in the 
cellers that were condemned by the Board of Health twonty-five years ago. Not only 
the celler bakeshops but,even the buildings have sines been condemned as unhabitable, 
These arg the workshops of the union, while the modern improved workshops are compete- 
ly unorganized. If it were not for. the very low pay the unorganized bakery workers 
receive, we would say that thoy were bettor off than tho organized, for at least they 
have a ray of sun shining into their shops, at least thé light of nature choers them 
uw a little for some of their heartaches. The unign man has not even that, 


During the war time, the Jewish bakery workers in the-City of New York succeeded 
at least among their own nationality, to increase their mmigxmt scale of wages suffi- 
ciently to compensate for the appalling conditions of the bakeshop itself. About the 
same time, or a short time before the world war broke out, a split occurred in this 
organization, which resulted in the bakery workers naving two unions instead of one. 
The split took place because the Jewish convention delegates succeeded in passing a 
resolution at that time, that the organization should also issue a weekly paper in 
Jewish as well as English and German. At a time when nationalism was at its height 
among the German spsaking workers, this step was sufficient for the German element to 
organjze 4 separate ynion for themselves, calied "The Amalgamated Food Workers of 
America,.® 
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The title of the new organization sounded good but in order for the union to 
exist it had to accept any scale of wages at all. So long as an employer was willing 
to sign an agreement with the Amalgamated and was willing to have his store picketed 
by the Y&ddish specking workers, this union agreed to anything. In this way a situa- 
tion came about where employers ceased to mind a sandwich man walking up and down in 
front of their stores. A cent cheaper on a loaf of bread brought many poor customers 
For what the employer lost by lowering the price on nis products, he made up by under 
paying his holp. The difference of wages paid by an employer under agreement with the 
Amalgamated and by those under contract with the Jewish local unions of the Interna- 
tional was from twenty-five to forty dollars a week per man. The Amalgamated was also 
Compélled, by reason of these circumstances, to tell its members that they must shift 
for themsclves. They had to find jobs for themselves in open shops. Tho shops signed 
with tho Jewish local unions were regarded as open shops by them. Every good German 
worker had to go into one, during a strike or otherwise, and try his best to convert 
it into a shop for the Amalgamated. 


In this way the officials were not even responsible to obtain jobs for their 
own members, all they had to do was to collict dues from the rank and file. A fund 
of morc than $30,000 thus accumulated in a single local. Local politicians of the 
Amalgamated got whatever thoir hearts desired, for the supplying of help to employers 
on strike against a Jewish locel union. Thoso were sweet days for them. Both unions 
had differont labels mainly to designato who oach was and appeal to the public; the 
one to appeal to the Jewish public to help the Yiddish speaking workors by not pa- 
tronizing ths products of the German speaking workers, the other to inform the gen- 
tiles to support the Germen union. 


As the Amalgamated continucd its policy it succeeded not only in getting omploy- 
ors to sign agrosnents with it but also in having som cemployers under contract with 
the Yiddish spcaking workers to support thex dual uwovement financially and in every 
other way. For by this time the Amalgamated had become a barrier to control the Yide 
dish workers and to kesp them in line. Such was the situation for over 20 years and 
until the month of Fobruary, 1935. 


During the summer of 1934, through the medium of an employer by name Burzinsky, 
who was under agreement with the Amalgamated, and Joseph Schmidt of the General Exe- 
cutive Board of that organization, negotiations for reaffiliation started and finally 
an understanding was reached. All this time everything was kept secret from the the 
representatives of the International local unions, They had to be kept ignorant until 
everything was over, Then, one day in February, 1935, the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Intcrnational, A.Myrup who is the highcst authority in this organization, arrived from 
Chicago and called to a conference the delegates of the Jewish Joint Council (an smpty 
shell, so far as any activitics whatsoever are concerned and entirely a distinct body 
from the Joint Exccutive Board). At the meeting in the Hotel Taft although the local 
representatives were absent from the meeting the terus of the fusion were stated for 
the first time. , 


The terns wore: First, thet the old charters were being reinstated and the locals 
would continue just as though nothing at all had happened. Second, that shops produc- 
ing over 50% of German or American products were to be classified as Arnerican shops, 
as as such jurisdiction would belong to the reaffiliated locals. Shops producing 
over 50% sour rye bread were to be Classified as Jewish shops; as such jurisdiction 
would belong to the Jewish local unions. These terus ths short-sighted local offic- 
ials accepted thinking that a monopoly over the whole Jewish trade was here granted 
to them. They probably thought this would be a wonderful reward for all the struggles 
the Yiddish speaking workers had gone through in the past. In accepting these terms 
the Council delegates disregarded and acted contrary to all previous transactions, 
which had taken place directly among the local unions on both sides. Under pressure 
of the membership on both sides to stop the fight of brother against brother, many 
jJointmeetings and conferences had been held but unfortunately, without results. At 


thermore, nee ‘Ghat 3 was atl ePireenetnry ris adenine’ ‘that the wage z- 
van bathe Should be raised to equal that of the Yiddish. nisi Loci iets ae WORE 


¥ 


Ths adtedetes of the Jeéwi shi Joint dave ost never sredang these results ‘of their 
negotiations to a maubership meoting. (Of course, this was on the advice of the big 
chief, A. Myrup) Tho nemborshin was kept in ignoriunce, just as the local officials had 
be6én kept ignorant during the summsr months of 1934, until negotiations were completed. 
Some of the rank-and-file members first learned about the fusion frou others who_ hap- 
poned by accident to glance through the reports of the Goneral Executive Board in wat 
the weekly Bekors Journal end found the one from the Hotel Taft by Myrup, together ae 
with a memorandum concerning the reaffiliation. 


Tha membership, not realizing or suspecting what had been cooked up for them, 
felt happy about it for = brief moment. They were saying: "Evsn though overything 
was done without our knowledge at least there is now going to be a united briory work- 
ers movement in tnis city. In the future, if we shall have trouble with our employsrs 
refusing to renew agreements, or demanding of us another reduction in wages, why we 
will have the Geriian speaking workers to come out with us in a ‘sympathy strike, may be 
@ general strike. It is all possible now that we belong to the same International." 
Such were the sincere hopes tucn. How bitterly Gisappointed the sams workers feel 
today would require space for cnother article. 


The result of the fusion wes to divides and redivide the ranks of the bakery work- 
ers within the International by the tricky device of "national products" and on the 
basis of this davice to fori soparate locals on the basis of nationality. Moreover, 
because of this"national product" trick the reaffilinted locals of the former Amalga- 
nated were pernittod and still are allowed to wnintain the same differential scale of 
wages os prior to the "adjustrisnt." But the truth of the nmetter is that more and 
more bakery products are boing produced in factories by large-scale wodern baking 
trusts &mxhxxx which are coupletely devoid of any sort of union, seve Employer-Employ- 
66 Welfare Associations. 


The chief purpose of the generél office is to safeguard the huge reserve fund, 
By attempting to equalize the wige scale in ths City of New York the union would 
becoms involved in many strikes, If the General Office should so order, it may be 
forced, for once in its life, to support the strugsle financially. The reserve fund 
wignt tien be decreased and ths precedent would be set for the locals calling en the 
fund for nelp. This ths officials would nover tolsrate. The whole question came up 
in relation to the different wage scales prevailing in New York City. 


The Jewish Joint Council had complained that employers were moving from one lo- 
cality to another, although in the sare city, and thereby transferring their juriddic- 
tion to Gerian locals where they were getting the same products produced for almost 
half the price in wages. In changing from one local to another the employers were 
not only dumping tho forwer union workers but wore competing against the other employ- 
6rs who still were tied up with the Jewish locals by delivering bread in the same sec- 
tions and either driving theu out or reducing their business so that Jewish workers 
were laid off. Here was an intolerable situation which the omployers were utilizing 
to the full. 


In answer to the complaints, the International Sefretary-Treasurer, Myrup doclar- 
ed thet the locals must shift for themselves and not call en the general organization 
for help. Seys Myrup: "Your Internstional will not assume the role of a dictatorship. 
You, yoursclves must try to remedy your own problenms...You may fail once and try again 


and fail again, but eventually you will establish order in your city. If you call on 


Scone the locals havo deen dovinitely sip 
iva Borrd. There one can 
thi effect: ie ule Beit cee heidi of ei the otner side suggests ? 
lonty." ‘These words coming froin the former Analgamated delegetcs are. 
their intentions that they nover meant to sto» the brother ag ainst rad 
Instead, now the situation has so chengsd,tnat those who were fought can 
ne age on the militant fighters, 


ae on an Ay ENE an ema scul6 of wages, aitora ‘Mtoe 
: one local union for all the bakery workers in the City of New York, instsad of 
piaintaining the 16 lecals we now have. But when it comes to carrying out these no- 
ous «und resolutions, tho reaffiliated locals claim that local autonomy rights were 
pete to tnom at the time of the negotiations for roaffiliation. A letter was sent 
m the Joint Executive Board to the Gensral Office demanding that the locels be in- 
Dairies to ubide by majority rule. Ths reply was thut locals which yoted yet, are 
obliged to comply with motions and resolutions passed; those locals which voted no, 
ar6é not obligsd to cowply. This reply is contrary even to the provisions of the con- 
stitution of the Bakery and Confectionary International Unions of America, 
The Jewish loccls hive sent delegstes to the 2lst Convention in Pittsburg with 
the hope that the convention will bs more reasonable and that it will adopt a favor- 
able resolution which way retedy the peinful situction in New York. For this conven- 
tion the Jowish Council put out a bulletin which, oblivious of the treachery of the 
officials, reads ss follows: "Let historians record tue glorious achicvscucnts., ‘We 
limit oursslves to sn expression of our devetiion to our International for its splen- 
did record and achivwouents and to convey here our unfailing support and loyalty to- 
wards the organization that was our cradle and has becn our guardian for tne pust fifty 
years. May you continue your splendid work for tas bakory workers and the liberstion 
of the toiling «cesses as a whole." Such book-licking will never require héstorians 
to record; evsory bakery worker who suffers fro: the situation recordsd above will 
ever havc it recorded in his own mina 


Conventions may be all right to unify a national or intern: tional movement, but, 

: we bolisve, a single city does not need a nationsl convention to remedy its local pro- 
blew. The Joint Executive Board is the city convention. There is nothing in the ;ro- 
visions of the constitution to prevent the locals in tnis city from adjusting their 
problems for the benefit of all bakery workers, if tney only wished to do so, Instoad 
they are Complying with the wishes and interests of the “aster Bakery Owners! Ass'n, 
Burzinsky and Co. 


Already the Burzinskys are demanding another raduction in wages. Although ho 
“pays less to his g& German speaking workers than to tie Jewish, his Heart aches that 
others must pay more. Obviously, he can not furthcr reduce tho scale of the Gerians, 
so long 2s the Jewish scale is maintained as it is. Thus tho New York baksry workers 
are faced with now struggles because of their dividod condition. 


® 


es —————— 


i. And if a sincere, conscientious worker should not succecd in his siforts to pre- 
tans the employers and their agents from putting over their objectives, he may as well 
1B Pepe and 60 where horses walk and start swceping tianure in respsct to his own 


Jacob Hibulsky 
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The Results of the Elections - and Perspectives 


The slight deley in the issusnce of our Noveuber nunber perwits us to take ac- 
count of the Presidentiil elections «nd to druw sone hasty conclusions. President 
Roosevelt and the New Deal won a swoeping victory, capturing 46 out of the 48 Statas, 
increszsing thé nurber of Democratic Senators and Represcntetives in Congress. This 
victory wis a foregone conclusion. The signs were plentiful. 


The first sign wes the great clectoral victory in 1934 where ulthough it has be6én 
ths gneral precedent in Américan life that in the off years the party of "outs" beats 
the party of “ins" the Dernocrats of the New Deal won @ sudashing victory. At that tins 
wo wrote: "All that the Republican Party can do is to call attention to the high taxes 
that exist and demand their reduction, failing to seo that if is precisely the high 
taxcs that cre proventing matters frou growing infinitely worse and the people taking 
Watters into their own hands. The Republicans are living in a by-gone era. They do 
not undsrstand the tense relationships thut exist among the classes, tho generil radi- 
célization of the :1uss6s that i& taking place. If the Republicans continue such a 
course they are doomed....For the mass of small property owners, there could bo no re- 
turn to the sterile days of unprotected individuelisn. Security, protection, ordcr, 
those are the crying needs of the day, for then.... 


"The swosping mobilization of large and suill property elonents behind tho Now 
Deal has put the Ropublican Party in a crisis. If it remeins chained to the chariot 
of individualism it uust go under and be destroyed as a echanisnm of fooling and win- 
ning the support of the mass of poople. 


"’9 have very advisedly talked of the victory of tno New Deal and not of the Domo- 
cratic Party. The vote wes not for the Democr..tie Party but for Roosevelt. Just as 
the judicial and legislative depart ients of governient are giving way to the execu- 
tive, sc ths purty is giving wuy to thse leadcr and the leader is building his own ap- 
puratus «nd prograu indcpendent of the party. The pcerty, as such, sinply follows 
long. as best it can. Strange as it muy seeu at first sight, the Democratic Party 
hes not been strengthened but actually weakened by the clsctions. Around the strong 
man Roosevelt thers sre gatncring within the Dernocratic Party two alion and antagon- 
istic forccs. On the onc hind, there is big businoss, the trusts and imperialist 
Capital. Thay look «ut Roosevelt as 2 stcpping stone to Fascism. Then there are the 
trusting potty-bourgeois olc..ints who seo in ths New Deel sone sort of Socialistic 
egelitaricnisu and rolease frou debt; sowe sort of organized painless capitulisnu," 


This is whet wo wrote in January, 1935 and recent events, if anything, have 
only fonfiriod our prognosis. 


The second sign of tho inevitability of Roosovelt's victory was the Republican 
Party Convention. Tho industrial capitalists of the country showed there that they 
had learned nothing from racent political events. They believed that by giving them- 
Selves fancy nenes like "Grass Roots" farmers, and placing a Western man ct the hoad 
of ths ticket they could work sone of the uagic that similar tricks had done befors. 
But this is no longer the age for such sleight-of-hand. More than tricks wag nooded 
to beat the New Deal and this tho Republican dull-heads did not realize. They could 
not even pick a colorful candidats but sensing that they were naking a last-ditch 
fight they got a - Landon. Had the Repub licans really believed they had a chances 
to win they never would have given the men frou Kansas the nomination. If there was 
a beating to bs taken, the city slicks wantod to see ths country hick get it. 


The Republican platform «and canpaign omphasizod three issugs: Balance the Budget, 
the sanctity of the Constitution and rugged individualism. Bohind thesc issues was 
another, restoration of the gold dollar. Here was the program of big business of the 
Middle Wast. But it was a progran tnt won them victory only in the hills of Vormont 
and the forests of Maine Practically every important city in the sntire country re- 
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was. fone retout a! yaad ait Sis ‘chit bs aed Wake + tai? of nemonid 
individualism that nede a gesturs to safcguard their bank deposits 
then frot: the pressure of wortgage sharks. While this group did not liks 
so for as the great mass of poor agrarians and small city tax piers 
they were ectting more from the governuont than they wore contribu- 


“Behind the Roosevelt rezins were the onoriious funds from the W.P.A., A.A.A., 

C., and other agencics ntti wera potont instru:icnts for the purchase of votes. 
hnernore, there was the fact that businsss was picking up and jobs were a little 
plentiful than in the dismal days of 1932-1933. In the third place there was 
danger of war in Europe and the belief that the hu;nanitarian Roosevelt would keep 
/ country out of war. Fourth, was the foar of Fascist tendcnfies sweeping ovor the 
country. Finally, thore was the activity of the labor ele.ents, from William Groon 
to Barl Browder, an almost complote united front of the labor fakers to soll the poople 
the Liberalism of Roosevelt. This was a wighty hard cormbination to buck up aginst. 


The old Guard of the Repubdlicen Party wanted to insist that thore were no skmxa 
classes in Anerica but only individuals; Roosevelt has been astute onough to recognize 
that a class consciousnsss is definitely emerging in American political life. He ad- 
vocated a plan of class colleboration, of class harmony and in this he has beon re- 
warded by finding himsclf backod by an agglousration et the one nd of which stands 
Garner of Texas and at the other cud Dubinsky of the International Ladics Garnent 
_Workers Union of New York, at one sids Bunkor Lohnan at the other sido Conmunist 
Browdcr. It is for this very reason that the Denoerntic Party has contained within 
itself various irreconcilable clenents tht cnables us to say so assuredly that the 
victory of Rooscvelt can enly lead to a further differontiation in the Denocratic 
Party ana ~ break up of its forces. 
‘Alrendy a beginning in this direction hus bosn rade when the Right Wing Smith, 
Davis and Liberty Ieéaguo eler:snts broke and votcd for Landon. They, too, refusod to 
soc that wers it ie for tho chunge of front roprescnted by Roosevelt ay this tine 
tho toilers of Amsrica would h:ve taken far wore than the casly relief suns alloted 
by the Now patie: To these Right Wing Democrats as well as to the Republicans the 
economic depressicn had been « uere accident, just another incident in the history 
of “this country the effects of which would soon be lost in the great forward econouic 
Sweep Anirica was bound to teko again. It is the Roosevelts who are keen enough to 
understand that Anorica has reached a dsfinite turn in the road of political lifs. 
¥ America is now living in a capitalist world on the brink of ruin. Individualism 6v- 
{ erywhners is giving place to collectivism. The bankers have been quicker to s6c this 
than the mid-westscrn industrialists Thsir 6yes are nearer Europe and they can learn 
Some sinple lessons quicker. 
| 


Perhaps it is not quite correct, however, ta put the issues of the elactian so 
baldly: as bsing; confined to individualism versus collectivism. On the one hand, the 
Rooscveélts tho::selves wish to go only as far as YVelfaro “iboralism although the gap 
_ between Welfare Liberalism and collectivism is. not very wide. On the other hand, the 
j Republican big businesmicn also beliéve in collectivism and welfare in their own way, 
‘They have company unions that initiate welfare schemes; their monopolies havo wiped 

out individualism in their partifular fields of business. What big business wants, 
a is to control the workers thoriselves directly and not through other nedia,. 
If they must deal with their worknen, it is to be through their company unions neeting 
on their own premises with a basic prograti of no-strike and full cooperation wita the 
j boss. They do not want the inconvanicnee and lack of sceurity that is involved in 
dealing with the petty boubgeois labor loader who often wishes to déal with them as 
power to power, and hes proven vory costly to buy off. 
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masters of the State and not as peertia ty cas ei nok ease yt § thepestvea Pat der. 
standing that this is an ora of the bankruptcy of privete indus try and sit oie potenc 
of the State. > 


The dishonest Coruun ist Party has declared all over the country - and for this. 
reason it was given Bueh a generous use of the radio - that Landon and the Ropublican 
Party stood for Fascis As a natéer of fact, tho Landon platform called for a ercat- | 
er dogrcoe of Statc ace, for a restriction of the power of the central govornuent and 
of the exccutive arn, for a roeffirmation of the ponstitution as the documcnt of in- 
dividual Libcralism and for oqual rights for the Nogroes. None of theso things would 4 
a Fascist endorse; and none of them did Roosevolt endorse. It is, on the contrary, 
Roosevelt who is paving the way for Bonapartism on the road to Fascism in this coun- 
try. 


Of courss, tlic Republican olencnts would na& be averse to Fascism, should it be 
nocessary to save their profits. In this réspect their difference with the Roosevelt — 
regine would be that the Republicans would want to bring ebout Fascism brutally and 
Suddenly, while the present President understands that the situation is not yet ripe 
for such nothods, that Fascist tendencios aust be introduced gradually and piece-meal. 


Now that Roossvelt has been elected for thé second torn the prospects are that a 
definite swing to the Right is in order The governzent will not go on indefinitely 
increasing its debt four billion dollars annuclly. Nor is it to be expected that a 
President who can declare that*"nobody has business ire at heart tian I do" will 
make the taxes on the business man any higher. Tho sasisst form of increasing the bur- 
den upon the poople is through inflation, a further developnont of which can well be 
expected. 


The gén eral line of policy will be to increase still further the power of the 
State. In the first place there nay be attemptod certain forms of State capitalisn, 
the nationalization of the banks or of the electric and power resources or if not 
their nationalization their fur more rigid control. This may sven be extended to muni- 
tions factories and such plants. Ths decision of French capitalism to nationalize oer- 
tain clements of private industry in the light of the war danger shows clearly that 
any forn of primztaxkuduxk Stito capitalism is but a step nearer to Fascism and farther 
fro:1 Socialisn. 


In the second place thore tiny be reintroduced a now N.R.A. that will codify in- 
dustry «and reginent lebor. Certainly more attompts at "organized planning" will be 
attempted by the Brain trusters in charge. The difference between Roosevelt codes and 
Republican Party codes is that the trusts would like to keep their codes secrot is a | 
nattor of private ougincss anong the fow; and they would not like to deal with labor 
it the suc conferences teble. With Roosevelt, the State becomes tho chief arbiter and 
ruler over just what code is to be put over'‘and just whut the profit should be. With 
the Repub lican Party the dictatorship of big business is direct and innediate; with . 
Rooscvslt it is mado to work tkroygh the Stato apparatus itself which bscoties morse and — 
morc @wnipotent. | 
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The growth of tho power of the State calls for a reorganization of the governuent 
structure. Tho prestige of the Supreme Court has received a great sctback and the 
power of tho President greatly exalted. Up to now the Supreme Court has posed as sav-~ 
ing the pcoplo from a’ dictator; tnis pose now becomes vcry unbecoming when the people 
thsaselves vote by «& ton uillion plurality for that sane dictator The 1936 6lections 
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6 procedure bape Re aoe pecker ee hae since a5 will ce 
f opeinings f ac Heft Wing and for the:nesbers of the working class to 
in “their own right and nanc as to wnat tho Anmendnents should be. 
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nem ampapaneatie to set up a Federal Polico forco. uch a police force is 
Ovi’ e€ ones the Stats begins to take on the functions which"Roosovelt evidently 
-pianning for it. Togsther with tho federal police will be new powers to the fed- 
_functionarics, such as those in charge of reliof. Finally, the armed forfes of 
Beene iche inghedsed: to unprecedented heights under tie new tern, 


“Whe: t will be Roosevelt's labor poliey? A reorganization of relif along the 
lines of further rcogimontation, a lowering of wage scales through inflation and codes 
t the sane tins an athalgamation of the labor bureaucracy with the State appcratus, 
drawing the labor officials closer to the governnent, giving them places in tho ad- 
‘dinistration. All this will bs invaluable to Roosevelt in time of war. That Rooss- 
-velt knows how to mobilize tho uasses, the 1933 N.R.A. paradss showed very clearly. 


Particularly missrablo was the showing of labor in the present slections. The 
leftward swing that the iiassos wore ready to take was entirely shunted in the direc- 
tion of Roosevelt. The trade union bureaucrats forued an Auerican Labor Party in or- 
der to support the banker Lehman and the willionaire Roosevelt. And trailing along 

were the Communists in the trads unions who shouted with tho rest for these candidates 
of wealth and property. 


It must not be imagined that all of labor was for Roosevelt. In no bourgeois 
democratic country of importance do elections so \ittle represent the actual unskil- 
led laborcr as in this country. There are woll over 85 million peopls over 21 years 
of ags but only45 million or so registered and perhaps not more than 36 to 40 million 
voted. The mass of workers did not vote at all and the mass of those who did vote 
wore not wage-woxrrkers. Nevertheless, insofar as the skilled and organized workers 
have traditionally beon the partianentary nouthpicce for tho entire working class, 
this action on the part of tho American Labor Party, the Labor Non-Partisan League, 

_ and the Farmer-Labor Farty of Minnesota and clsowhere in support of Roosevelt did 
earry great woight behind it and contributed uightily to the unprecadented votek givan 
Roosevelt. 


Yot labor will not be able to collect on this support after olection day. The 
fact that it had to form its own organizations, its own Labor Party, shows that 6von 
the burcaucrats understand that the tise when tho working class will step in ths field 
of politics in its own right is not far away. While large nuubers of: the Farmuer-Labor 
Partyites have entered the ranks of the Democratic Party, the now policies that Roose- 
velt must adopt will drive thei to break froi the capitalist class that still controls 
the Deisocratic “arty und in whose behalf Roosésvslt will work so ardently. If labor 
belicves that it will be szrved by Roosevelt's victory, it will learn soon enough that 
the elections were a great victory for Waktl Street and big business after all. 


All tie signs point to the fact that as the masses becoue more restless and si- 
Dllusioned with the Democratic Party the labor 'fakors will form their Labor Party. 
But this Labor Party will be quite differont from the one formed in England in 1906. 
"The ? peaea Sb Labor Party was organized by elements all of which were moving to the 
Left. ~The Yabdor Party in the U.S. will heve been organized by groups fleeing the re- 
volutionary movenent. It is woll to bear tiis possibility in mind."(from same article 
s 1935, Class Strugglo). 
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Tho formation of a Labor Party will coincide with the complete reorganization 
of the Republican Party. This Party must now completely redress its ranks with a 
platforn of collectivism calling for spoedy development of Fascisn dominated by the 
big trusts. The Democratic Party Right Wing will also have to join hands with this 
new grouping. On tho other sido will appoar the Labor Party to challengo these ro- 
actionary forces. The middlce-of-ths-road humanitarians will disappear as adtivoe 
creative forces. Wo will then be well on the way to tho open class struggle in Anmcrica, 


The tiny vote for the Socialist Party is « sign that the massss, in spite of 
their discontent and Leftward swing are passing the Socialist Party by. Aftor all 
that party reproscnts antiquated nethods of parliancntarisnm which havo bcen proven 
bankrupt in Europe. For that matter so has the Labor Party proved bankrupt in Europe 
but at least the Labor Party can offsr some promise of dsvclopment by the mere fact 
of its gcncereal formlessness, its newness, its huge size, etc. There is no hope for 
the uoribund Socialist Party. Incidentally, tha split at the last convention drove 
all the tradco unionists away, leaving Norman Thonas and the intellectuals by thcuselvses 


But what shall we say of the Communist Party sect whose ssarvile obsequousness to 
Roosevelt is natchcd only by its treacherous conduct to tne workers? Only a short 
Whils ago, in 1933, the Daily Worker was sercaming that Roosevelt wus bringing in 
Fascism with lightning spocd, that the N.R.A. was purcly a Fascist measure, otc. Thon 
Roossvelt signed tho treaty recognizing Russia and presto - the Daily Worker now 
screans; At all costs dofort Lundon, oven if Roosevclt gots tho votes and not the 
Conmunist Party. No longer dogs tho Conitunist Party stand for the struggle of the 
workers; it is now tho ardent chanpion for bourgeois donocracy as against that devil 
Fascist Landon. tho triserceble showing of the Communists in the ranks of the workers 
is matchsd by tho miserabla showing of ‘LLenke for the petty bourgeoisio. Bot classes 
Will have to got cntirely new organizations, 


In all this ballyhoo of elections, one group has bean entirely forgotten, Now 
that "Fascism has becn dsfoatod" (Daily Workor stuff) and the "Man-who-gavo-us-a- 
break" Roosevelt (Tradé Union priss)is re-elected, tho Negroes will continus to be 
lynched. Ths tiie is not far off, however, when tha Negroos will no longer be con- 
tent to be the true forgotten an of Amcrica, to be kicked around by all from tho Come 
nunist Partyites and Libor Unionists to tho Fascists of this country. When that time 
comcs the Comnunist League of Struggla will be close by their side fighting for tho 
victory of the prolotariat and the extirpation of the bourgsoisic in the United States. 


Ni st sie aie ake ofe ok 
FRENCH IMPERIALISM IN INDO - CHINA 


NMnec the revolution rcachcs the point of civil war in thc impcrialist countrics, 
the colonial question is bound to become a decisive ono. Will anyones deny that it 
was with tho aid of the Meroccean troops that the Spanish "rebels" wore first able to 
launch ‘their attack or that the use of the Moors has boen decisive in enabling then 
to continus thcir aggressions? It is the Spanish Revolution that poses this quostion 
first as one to make or to destroy the proletarian revolution. Soonor or later, this 
questinn must cone ‘to the fore in France also. 


Tho only wey the workers in the impcrialist country can win the colonial pooples 
as allies in thoir struggle is to domand and fight for the freedom of the colonics, 
Just as the existoncs of the mothor inperialist country depends upon the revenues 
sucked like so much blood from the veins of the colony, so indeed must the maintenance 
of the revolution for such countries as France, England or Spain depend upon setting 
frue the coloniadl wasses, Can anyons inmagino a Workers! State wwning colonies? This 
is, howevor, no question of norality or abstract econotiics. If the life and death 
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) and France would seem to Fok that this questio 

rst od. It is the nationalism of the Second Internation 
seehed en the Third Congress of the Third Internation- 

ar ene the demand of freedom for tiie colon 

¥ so far as we can 

23 very much even the harhcet groups ae Spetin! aha sain ob Yet in tne col- 

| the Pasiky of the CNS 4 Front 63) i tiak and the events of as 


an 1 Tndo-Chinoss se ed in ‘the "Prench Language, to whicn, by ths way,we 
icine nea weet the colon- 
oplés,ds:: in our condit- 
++ +The sheebeye of tne Dhan? avs s “Front in Prunes will. open up a “nab era full of 
end ho.6 for the colonial péoples." (April 22, 1936) 
Shokgat. in exch subsequent issue of the payer, we find only the failure of these 
3S recorded «.s tiemontus of the Peo le's Froit government go by. Evidently, the 
f#T¢rives of the colonial weasses ure still a metter of indifference to the worker in 
“jadustri: iL country. So wrapped up is he in his own sectional struggls that he docs 
not 83S oe nis conditions, witch are so wesptched «as to drive him to revolution,. are 
Bt miles beyond tne derkness of such places us Indo-Cnina. Nor does he realize 
Fens these S4aG oppressed colouianl peoples can strike a body blow et that very power 
Seceee ati YovaGrent, cif noelwilk® but-neip tic: in their struggle. 


a _ The French colonial system is « classic one in the sense that all its enormous 
territories including tne African colonies, Madagascar, Indo-China, French Guiana 
and otacr Am.ric n possessions, uave bee, kept at the wost backward possible level. 

Silerceds = sonatr, of Only 2 Vittle over 2°0,000 squarc’ tiles in crea, possessing 

Mieolenies tite totel’néirly five’ mi:lion squire miles. The imperialist country is here 

Seen «5 tos’ -pex of & vyremid which nus as its base a vast inass of over 60 iillioius 

meet paoplGe, “set of tut belonging tu tie colored races. In none of these colonics 

has industry ocen developed to ony cousiuerccels extent. They aro sources of raw mat- 
erial and Gspccially of revejue wnich is squeozid out of tis wretched bodies of 

Matives who are forcec to live in ignorence, poverty and terror. 


q (The couditions in T,do Cuink, the cost ‘mportant of the French colonics from 
_ the point of view of populiition and trade, way be tauren as typical of those prevail- 
ing in any colony. With this différénec, however, tht Indo-China is far ‘sore back- 
werd than such colonial or semi-colonial countries as India or China. There at least 
indust oc ag baen allowed to thrive us to a certain point; tuere tie working cliss 
hast reached « degree of strength to organizs and garry even force some coneessions 
— ... teers the cational revolution hus teen curricd on for generations and hs 
a Cortein amount of bourgeois dovelopuent to be tolerated witiin tie country 
ah: ie colonics suffer from boing ths dupsudencies of a decadent country, @ 
Ua vag oh revenues rather than on tac oxpunsion of industry; they are victins 
of eronoiie Bad social steghation as well as of terrible oppression. 


French indo-Chinae, in a total urea of about the sizc of Texas, couprises s6ix 

eeu, of which the smallest,zx KwangChow, is leased from Chin... Cocnin-China 

to france in 1662 by the King of Annam) hus the status of a colony, tae other 
provinces (Aanau, Canbedis, Tonkin snd Laos) are king.oms under « Fronch prot- 

.. The nationalities included ars Annanite, Chinese and Hindu as well as a ¥ 
nunber of French and otner Buropeans. Practically al! of tuis country is given 
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ionlin a cae ie of sa outa 21 i abuse With tia yep riots of a aati ty 
of natives surrounding the native kings and pert of the government app os 
officixls, the vast muss of tne population are either serfs or poor peasants 
a little ride and vegetablos ond catching fish for 2 living. The country is i stele 
jurisdiction of a French Governor-General (Z.Robdin at tie prasent tine) with French 
governors in tae provinces, sup lemented Ly figureicads of native kings. The whole 
governuent apparatus down to the lowest native official is corrupt, and graft 18s 
rampant. 

Most of tie people enjoy no civil rights. The navives «re subjected to.a const. 
tant nounding oy. the eve. -present officiels. Especially tne collection of teuxes | 
burdens them. Tacrs: is a yearly personal tax upon payment of wiich the native is . 


"he? 


Given « card. Voc to nim who cannot show his card, the receipt for liis tax! Psriod- 
ically the local police round up all ths peoulo tusy c:nm find it tne warkct or other, 
puolic place, and thrust into prison such as cannot produce their card. Or as an ult- 
ernativ3, in districts whers ths gov:rnment is constructing a road or other public 
works, tiué poor wretch without « card may have tne rrivilege of working off his tex. 
W6é quote from t.6 pages of “. Lutte (Tne Struggle) faithful chronicler of the abuses 
of Indo-China: *,..In Vinhfong, «long tne colonial highway, tue Administration is 
digging . long cenal. Herc, undsr the leaden sun, 2 crowd of coolices are toiling in 
the mud, their heads brely protscted by 2 poor hat of palm leaves. They are paid 
thirty ccnts ; day, byt the Adninistretion keeps 20 cents for the payment of tae pser- 
Sonal tun. At the ead of < month's tiae, tae coolie will have worked off his tax;imr 
reslity ne will h ve earned ten cents « dey for «4 ten-hour day's work. ...Even is 
forced léior is a favor. It provides 2 means of liberi.tion unknown in other places 
wacre the man-hunt fills the prisons «id police stations." Not merely is the ,»enniless 
native subject to imprisonaicnt for thenon-paynaat of his tax, but he is fallen upon 
and be: ten bsrbarously by the "guardi:ns of tie peace" wiio arrest hin. 


"As for the conditions of life of the peasants, the following stwvy will give 
an idea (fron La Lutte, J,,ne 24,1936): 


The other day at Byng (Tnudawiot)I net an sxtremely poor peasant, by the name 
of Neuyon-ven-Buu. He told née ell his trouoles. As I listenod, I sesmed to be trans- 
ported into arn unreal world. 

"Ie owns @ bit of lund, a tiny plot. It is an ungrateful soil like all that 
part of eastern Cochin-China. The whole year he digs this land, his only resource. 

He alternatss the rcising of rice and of vegetables. His average harvest is about 40 
gia, that is, about 1,600 litres of paddy, wortn about 20 piastres (Not- the piaster 
in 1930 was worth 10 francs). 

"This rice must do after a feshion to fosd a family of six mouths, he , his , 
wife and four children. His wife sells salted Vfisn, or vegetables, anytning Sne can 
get. After paying the taxes, her earnings ers ten cents a day. Even if she can work ~ 
« whole year, sne does not 6arn store than 30 piastres «= year." 


| 
The result of such poverty is tuat tas poor peasants everywhere fal) victin : 
to the laxun sherks, the curse of every poor country side. Once in debt, it is prac- 
tically hopless ever to gct out of it. The debtor is at the mercy of the pe 
as well as of the legal authorities who support him. The poor quality of tne soil oe 
wol! as tne backward retiods of cultivation meke famine a frequent occurrence here, ck oa 
carryTiig” off thousands in North Annaii particularly. As for theso who live and till the © 
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land of otiers, the sers, thay have no rights at all. If it is found that a sarf has 
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nh is unspeakable. The- outer day is 10 potien 
tat leave the coolio penniless when he gets ready to 

he is bound by contract so that he cannot leave 
POV clains him. As for the public works which tie govern- 

| not. on _@xageration. to say that thousands or nativos literally 

eat tieir lives. .In some provinces such as Laos, where & new road is 
eee the n natives .re compelled to give the givernment 16 days work 
paying: their purconel taux. Only by peying four piastres can tris forced 
eeur in Laos the agricultural worker earns only 12 piastres in a wholo 
“only 6) so that very few con puy their way out. 


dna amatped @ filast walk 100 or 15. kxiloustres through tic dense forest to reach 
work camp. There, instead of 16 days' work, they find tasks assigned thei that 

1 taxe a mont.. or six weeks. To pootest wouid mean innediatsly to be thrown into 

1» Somtines tac vitims risk everything and flec, crossing tlhe frontisr into 

le Thévretically tne coolie is paid 25/ a day, out of which ie must provide his 

own food. But he is at the ucrey of tue contractor. The latter brings his rexlatives 
to the caap where they set up commissuries and charge what taney please for t.:c coclic's 
rice snd dried fish. The work consists in felling age -ola trees of gret size, and 
moving tons of earth and rocks. The Sleeping quarters ars in the dank forsst with no 
-protsction from tne swarms of mosquitoes, carrving the germs of swamp-fever to which 
the workers underfed, overiorked, without suitable drinking wator, succomb like flies. 


Wherever one looks, whether to the railroad workers, to thc dock workers, or to 
the fictorics, thers is the sitio savuge exploitation. In the factorics, there is un- 
limited child labor and nigut work of both men und women. Sanitary precautions or 
“Stoned sation for accidénts ere unknown. Children of 8 to 14 yuars have had their arms 
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crushed in the sugar cine fictories. For & mangled arm, one worker was given three 
Piasters by his cuployor.. asout $z. ..But after all, where life etal odes is so 
choap to the exploiters, nécd we wonder that one arr costs only $2? 


All the abusos that proveil have not been endurod without protest. In spite of 
tno peacoful charactcr of tu2 people, there have boo: many rebellions in [,,do -China, 
the last, in the years 1930 to 1932, having bcen vloodily repressed. One city was 
bonsarded, machino guns wers used as woll as all ordinary moans of brutality. The 
_ jails were filled to overflowing. Most of the rebsls condemned at that tiwe, as well 

as many arrested since for orguniz.tionul activity or for rcal or suspected geditivus 
opinions, stil) remaan in prison. Ip Povwlo-Condors, # penal island prison are kept a 
few thousands of political prisonors.under unscpakabdle conditions. 


Theso unfortunets msn are compelled to work as much as fifteen hours « day at 
Bard labor. They are fod the worst juality of rice mixed with gravel, boiled wocds in 
place of vegstables, and rotten fish wiiich stinks to heaven. Tuborcolusis, dysontory 
and scurvy ero common. Not merz:ly this, but the helpless prisoners are visited with 
hment upon the least or no provocation. Tho sadiam of tho keepers vents itsolf 
To) tines in orgics of bo::ting, kicking and blows with clubs lasting for hours, Death 
as rosultcd for some prisoncrs for ticse frightful attacks; others will nevor rogain 
lornal helath. In Saigon at ths police statio is a torture chanber to which any 
militant who is arrested is takon and sujjected to “treatment™ in the hope of forcing 
confcssion from him invelving his friends. In order to leave no marks on the victin, 
rn mothods are used such as ths electric current and "gisard twisting". Oncs 
sod, the victim is a nervous wreck for lifs. 
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Thay s) spite of the relentless persecttion by the authoritisos, in spite of the prc 
bition of Beets ngs und of the right of organization, neve thelgeo there btVve tenon 
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Coan aes dtu beeres to the TERE. restore “0 a heewenrceren aroure’ a ceeeagnee 
pepers such as La Lutts and others in the native language. These papers expose t 
abuses ind edvocute as radical & policy as they dzrc. : “7 
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The election of the Psoplo's Front governiient in Franco meant a erent awakéne: 
for thc downtrodden people of Indo-China. Not daring to hoje for freedom, they still ae 
believed thst sone allcoviation of their conditions wouldbs granted, that at least A 
the politic:1l prisoners would be freed and tilat sone of the codes for workers in 4 
Francc, such as ths 40 hour wesk, would be applisd to them. The radical papers liko — : 
La Lutte have carricd on & ccnstant agitation and have potitioned the csntral govsrn- 
ment in France. The appointnent of a former militant socialist, Marius Moutct, to the 
post of Minister of Colouics aroused :iore hopes than they dored express. ' 


But what has been the outcone? Tio oly t.ngiblo nove of the Blun goveriment 
for Indo-China has beon ....to pro1ise a Co:s:ission of Inquiry. Even this crumb has 
been taken very ssriously. A do.iand has been raised for a National Congress to fornul 
ate the demands to be placed bsfors tiis Co:mission of Inquiry when it comes. A pro- 
Visional committee has beon forned which has wet. It is no easy matter to organize 
such a congress in @ countr wiisre all rights ars for»idden, and whers everyone is 
so poverty strickon and iiiitorats. In order to furthcr the calling of tué Gongress, 
Cozmittees of Action arc being formed on all sides. These ars little groups of wor- 
kers, of peasants, or of intolloctucls w..o get togsthor in threes and fours or por- 
hars half a dozen st 2% time to discuss thoir gricvancos, to sec.. out the causss of 
their oppression, and to send in demands to tus Congress, All this activity has been 
within the realms of lsgcelity. Tho co :nittccs ars never more than 19 in nurbcr, for % 
if they were 20° it would ba callsd 4 "neoting" and would ovo illegal. 


What has been the response fro. France, fro: the great Liberating People's Front 
government’ Two tclcgrans nave been scnt to the gove nment in IndoChina by Marius 
Moutet. The first was a soucwvhat wordy document giving publicity to the Commission of 
Inquiry ond asxing cooperatio,s in putting over this ove harmoniously. Guardedly it 
cautioned against agitation vr-dsionstrations waicn would make matters difficult. 

But the second telugren ws .uen mors to the point. It came after the Coumitteos of 
Action hid spread like wild fire and were deco:ing one of tue biggest popular move- 
nonts those colonics had ever scon. It read as follows: "You will keep public order 
by all legitinats ond legal usans, evon by pursuit of those who attempt to disturb it 
shohld this seem necossxry." . 


The authorities have not hositatad one minuts to use this authorization and 
everywhere there havo been roids, arrests and’ persecutions of thoss wno were active 
in the Conmittcos of Action and tho National Congress. A fake Congress was hastily or 
gonized, with the monbers of theprovisional co.aittee for the real congress notified 
that they must send in their demands in four days, and nust dissolve their organizca-— : 
tion as well as ths Cornmitteos of Action. “hus by violence and ruse 6verytiing is 
being done to break up this real people's movement which is putting fortn notaing | 
extrome, but is asking o..ly the wost elementary rights of frsedon of ths press and $= . 
assonbly, the right to organize and strike, anensty for politica! prisoners , rele is 
for the unemployed, stc. 3 
4 
“Now indoed have the Indo Chinose militants become disillusioned with the Pooplo’ 
Front. Now do they seo that not morsly is no demand for their freedom raised in © oF 


Class Struggle 
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tise “mae ‘ot re Paerisitid sied, It ouTa se6n on tho surface that all the 
prs oes wees been 1a ea aa The full tae dibs ia the New York Times of Oct- 


one ‘iets or so &ftoer thea tia al ey been ovor and hed been kicked and shot ‘8 
apes internxtionwlist wing of the Communists, apparently, hus been entirsly 
thousands have bosn jailed and shot. All is quist on the E«stern Front, 


And yet with apodictic precision we con affirm thet Stalinism is doomed. It will 
be destroyed cithcr by the war thet will soon break out sgainst the Sovict Union or by 
tne growth of the’ world revolutionary foress thi:t aro accurmlating in ths Wost. 

ow ‘ : 

7 There is absolutely no ‘jusstion of the fact that the capitulist world is girding 
its strength for a united c mpaign to destroy the Sovict Union. In the first attcmpt 
to crush the proletarian rule in Russie, in 1918-1921 the capitalist world was divi- 
ded and weakened by world war. It tried to destroy the workers' State by neans of hap. 

hazard flank attacks North and South, East and West. It could not reach the heart of 
the Soviets very well for in the rear of the interventionary armies on the West were 

3 the defeated Geran States, very noar the brezking point, and on the East China atend 

5 a vast buffer for thousends of wiles. 


re. Capitalism has now learned its lessons wsll, Instead of a haphazard attack, 
there will be a carefully coordinated attack both East and West, led not by second-rate 
organizations, but by the most ferocious wilitary machine the world has ¢ver seen, 
Thcre will bo no mere flank attacks but a deadly surge through the very heart of Russia 
by a united Goriiany-Poland. Not the navy of Britain but the well prepared army of cen- 
tral Europe will take the lecd. On the Asiatic front, Japan will have renedisd all the 
defects that existed in 1919 and stands ready to plungs her forces deep into the heart 
Bat Siboric. toward Lake Baik::l1 :nd Russian Turkestan. Aad instead of a prolotarint 

4 “ready to rise up in defence of the vorld revolution, today in the key countries of 
Centr« 1 Burope ond Asic, the proletariat lies crusned under the heel of Fascist-Mili- 
tarisn, - thnks to the policy of Stalinism. And the Communist Internation:il is no nore 


How has Stalinism preopured for this titanic struggle that faces it? The fact of 
‘the natter is that the Russi:n bureaucrats have puved the way for the Soviets to reé- 
ccive the moct dismal defeats. From the politic:1 point of view, the Russian workcrs 
c Apa momoleis ly isolated; Seg with the oe of the aaa ones Con- 
a ) Pine! eAaatoey point of vicsw, ei aitabe has bie bine vel eens SO ay tem in <s- 
‘using to tnke the offensive when tho Geran revolutionary situation was ripe and 4n 
cl wring thet Russin would defend itself only when its physical borders were invaded. 
gave world capitalisia «ll the tize in the world to crush the opposition of the 
rs at ae to consolidate its forces and prepare its positions for the inevitable 
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In order to defeat world rection ths entire people of Russia nust t mobilized 
with the highest revolution:ry orale. The most powerful political instruments for the 
conducting of the class struggle ase tho Soviets. The proper functioning of the Soviets 
and the other proletarian organizations would rouse the initiative of the masses and 
make the vast population of Russia an imuenscly powerful ermed foree for the world re- 
volution. Instead of relying upon the enthusiasm and revolutionary morzle of tho mass- 
os, however, Stalinism has done its best to destroy tnese. It has tended to separate 
the workcrs from the arny, has looseded the dictatorship of the proletariet, has des- 
troyed the working class organizations and has dissolved the Soviets. As Spain has 
amply shown, Parliament is not an instrument for struggle ogainst Fascism- the prolon- 
gation of the Civil Wer in Spain is due precisely because the revolutionists refuse to 
form Soviets. Yet it is just at this time tnat Russia decided to abandon her Sovicts 
and go back to parlianentarisua, thus f2tally weakening herself for the fight. 


Instead of the firm will of the proletariat for international victary wo have in 
Russia the omnipotence of the bureauctats,backed up by the small property holder, in 
every sphere of cconomic end political life. The trouble with the bureauctat is not 
necessarily that ho is crooxéed, or lazy, or 6vcn inefficient, but thet the tsk is too 
vast, the cnemy too strong, to be conquered by the bureaucracy alone as the sole crea- 
tive force in Soviet history. Just as in the course of the Five Yeer Plan siany mistekes 
were mado by functionaries because they were romoved from the péoplo, so in time of war 
when the pressure is infinitely greater and the uistakes far more costly, will the bu- 
reaucracy be entirely uneble to solve the problems before it without the help of th: 
nillion-headed voluntecrs of th: proletariat and peasant toilers, Without the ambition 
the enthusiasn, the initiative of ths entire working population of the country, the Sovi 
et Union will never be able to dufsat nilitant world capitalisn. 


The Stalknists do not ..ppreci:te this lethal fact. Boxustingly, they have asserted 
that thoy will cxtch up with ond suppass ths foremost capiteli.t countries of the word 
including the United Statcs. In the nilitary sphere they have bragged about whit they 
would do with the Fascist pigs who dared to poke tlieir snouts into tho garden of Edén 
that was Russian. The St«linists, indced, have even gone so far in their last world con- 
gress as to give as onc of their arguments for fusion with the Socialists that today Rus 
sia is so strong that the Com:unists will be able to swamp the Socialists and there is 
no longer any danger of the Comicunist cadres turning opportunist. In other words, Rus- 
sia, with hor money and economic and political strength, would be able to make up for a 
genuine intern:tional and swing the opportunists into line mikmixk behind it. Not only 
would there be Socialis in one country, but through the Socialism in that one country 
there would flow such mutcrial ond cultursl strength to the parties of Communism overy- 
whore that they would be able to cepture the majority of the working class by reliance 
on the might of Russia alonc. Here is boasting with & vengeance. 


But becuuse the Communists of all ths other countrics now look to Russia to save 
thea and bring the world revolution for thon, they have abandoned their own fight on 
the orders of that @anc Stalinist Russia and have in fact given up the struggle for pow- 
or. It is not that Russia will win tne support of the Socialists of other countrics, | 
but rather that theso Socialists are dragging tho Stalinists into all sorts of deals wit 
their bosses in the-nane of the deferce of the Sovi t Union. As the wotld reyolutiog 
suffers further dsfearts, Russian influence becoiies even less powerful throughout the 


world. 


Tho baloons of Stalinism will soon be pricked onco war is declared. Then the cou- 
pletc isolation of Russin will be scon in all its nakedness. Thcrco will be no proletur- 
iot to defond it; the Fascists will be able to launch @& completely frictionless machine 
against the workers' State. The capitalists will forget their pacts, unléss Russia 
turns capitalistic again; the Socialists abroad will refuse to fight for any bosses ex- 
cept thcir own and unless thoir own country is attacked; thus the Communists of those 
countries’ will find theuselves isoluted, insignitant sects unable to ao any sffectivg — 
work in defence of the cnbattled workers of Russia. 


the Eee paver D union, ne ere factorics and Bie aid seemed to be sitting 
_ scourely in their posts and acting independently of the proletariat which had fought 
and died for Socialism through the stern years of tle civil war of 1918-1921. ilowever, 
_ ence this situation comes to an end and there is aftive civil war all over the world 
4 again, once Capitilism and Co:munism cotie into open death grips, either through war 
against Russia or through the break ouy of the proletarian revolution in Spain, France, 
| Belgiun and Western Europe, the bureaucrats no longer can sit so securely. They ust 
give way cither to the rule of the bourgeoisie or to the direct rule of the proletar- 
iat. Neither class can longor be contcht to ses these fathead functionaries in charge 
of the destinies of the uasses of the world. 
. Even in the capitclist States, where bureaucracy is purt and parcel of the every 
day existence of the systou, the ruling classes h-v6 not béen able to tolerezte the petty 
bourgeois functionaries of the unions and Socialist parties who believed that they could 
save capitalism from tho working class. The Socialists and unions have been destroyed 
and the leaders shot «nd jailed beesuse not cven capitalism can place any further re- 
_liance upon the efficiency of thess clemnents. Just as the capitalists uust turn to 
Fascisn as a more efficisnt instruicnt in the ore of wars and revolutions, so far nore 
must the prolcteriaé also find the burexucracy inefficient for its own purposes and dis 
miss it as quickly as possible. 


] 


; Once the war is on in Russia, tho Nepnen and Kulaks, the petty property uolders 

will try hard to put their prossure upon bureaucratic Stalinism. Through certain cle- 

ments within the Connunist Party thoy may even try to assassinate some of the loaders 
and stuge a coup d'etat of « Bonapartist nature. There is no telling just what a brook 

of chicks the Stalinist hen is hatchin;. But far iiore important than this will be the 
pressure of the masses whoso tiillions will now have arnus and will be fighting for their 
lives in the arned forces of the Stato. 


As the war progresses the proletariat is bound to try to revive its unions, its 
nuclei, its organizations. An entirely new set of leaders will press forward in the 
course of the bitter struggles against the enony. It will be no longer possible to 
avoid a full discussion of all the problet.s of the dayx; conferences and conventions 
will be held on all sides. The working class will thus be able to come together to 
discuss the crines of the bureaucracy. In the rear, because of the fact that the bu- 
reaucracy will not be able to keep the economic siachinery going without the full sup- 
port of the workers, there will occur a.break-down in the production of stuffs for 
the front; strikes may occur because of the harsh conditions given the workers, and the 
Stalinists will order the soldiers to shoot down the workers. This will place the 
whole question again on the order of the day in Russia: Really who does rule whon? 
Does the proletariat rule or soié alian class? As the soldiers are urged to shoot 
down their own brothers, the workers will come forward with their complaints and grisev~ 
-anees against bureaucratic Stalinism and place Stalinism on trial before the soldiers, 
Eventually Stalinism will lese out in that trial and fell. 
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"revolution, | new Sarena ee ie ities erise ae ae Soroka will ok i 
and throw out the bureaucrats. Stalin will have to go with his her hnen. "8 
be no removal of Stalinism without first there boing gensrated sSpontansous a 
the ranks of the advanced workers the secrst Couaunist nuclai in the factories 
army regiments thet will demand the removal of the old :nd tired officialdon a 
reinst::llation of revolutionary cadres. Whether fron blows of the Right orm fro. 
etiithe sett; Stalinisn will have to fall as part of the struggle that the new wer 
bring on. sr 


This is. -nothcr wry of saying that the scrious invasion of the Sovict Union will 
have to cause a great upsurgs of revolutionary spirit within tlie ranks of the proteome a 
tarict und toiling masses of Russia. Once they feel they are fighting for thenselves: 
the «i.sses will undoubtedly spring to the defones of their factories andcountry with 
the grontest cathusiusin ond spirit. But this neans that they nust know they are fight- 
ing for t cuselves-:nd not for capitalisu, French, Czocho-slovak, or other. If Stal- 
inisi, with its pacts with world capitelism, will try to st:nd in the wey of sproad= — 4 
ing the gospsol od world revolution, the Russian proletariat will be bound to push the | 
cntire leadership aside and curry on the tasks with new forces. _ | 


This last, of course, will not be an easy thing to do. The Russian workers will ‘] 
think «. long time before thoy will try to remove the Stalinist weight around their 
necks in tine of war. When the war first breaks out they will sven believe that every- 
thing rests in Stalin's hands une will try hard not to create dissension in the ranks; 
but as the ovil effects of the buroaucracy nake theiiselves felt in the hard cold facts 
of the war, the workers will be bound to act, ev-n though the reuoval of Stalinism and — 
the roinstitution of the direct rule of ths proletariat will entail the springing up | 
of civil war within the country ut the saie tise as the Fascists must bo fought without 

‘ 

Thus wG can say that, given « large-scale war throwing the Soviet Union into a 
crisis and into danger, Stalinism must fall. The fect that such u war is now on the 
order of ths day shows cle rly the imminence of Stulin's downfxll. 


The situation is basically tho sais should the proletarisn revolution break out 
in France and Yestcrn Europe. We TIe:vé aside ths question of world war that would 
inovitably follow the victory of the French or Spanish workers over théir capitalist — 
snomies, 2 world wer which would be bound to cutail the invesion of the Soviet Union 
snd crente the situstion just iiontioncd. We confine ourselves strictly to the offects 
that the growth of the world revolution would havo upon Stalinisn. 


It is clear thet no section of ths proletarint-in Western Europe cin fight for . 
power undcr the slog:n of Soci.lism in one country. Not only becuse their superior 
general culture os compared with tho backward Russians would never permit thea to make 
this stupid nistukse of Stalinisa, but becuse they have understood for a long tins 
that they could not foris « self-suffficisnt seonouy or even maintain their dictatorship 
for oné novsnt without intern tional aid and coopération. .They crying need of any 
dictatorship of the working class in Western Europe is oxtension of the revolution in- 
ternationally ws 

Cortainly the Western workers will not.dec lare their objective in a revolution 
is to waintain Socialism in Hussia; their objectivo will have to be to win power in 
their own countries. But then it will no longer be victory in one country “lone, for 
the victory of the workers in Western Burope will already ean victory in nore than — 
one country. To have Socialiam in two countries will be fatal for Stalinisn. 


Can it be at all imaginsd that when once the Westorn workers of Industrial ‘Boxapi 
get into action that they will be willing to follow the load of the bankenes serii-Asian 


snake i Pee, pe Sescel ss cai bE on a nore naraars 
arxist lines. 


re, the development of the revolutionary movement in the West will havo 
the cours» of stern struggle against Stelinisu. Not only will Russian na- 
m refuse to lose its throttling hold on the world proletariat, but with its 
es with Western c#pitelisn, Stalinism stands in the way of the gictory of the 
ee eNeES victory of tne messes in Westorn Europe will have to be at 


Baitndsod, the Spanish situation shows clearly what the trend actually will hive to 
Tho heart of the revolutionary forces lies in Barcelona, Catalonia. Precisely 
this region is the Stalinist Party no force whatever, It has joined the Socialist 
a3 rty and liquidatsd itsclf, but svon with the Socialist Party hes littlo influence 
whatever. On the contrary, it is those who nuve favored the Fourth Internationa, with 
its intcrn‘tionalist line, with its refusel to play 2 subservient role to Russian na- 
tionalism, with its contempt for the whole ideology of Socialism in One Country and 
the burecucratic distortions of Gtalinism who are taking the lead in the events. Thsre 
ean be no doubt’ that should ths Spanish workers be victorious, it will not be the Stal- 
Dinists but the adherents of « new intern tional, -. Fourth Internatioual, that will win 
the day. 


A similer situ:.tion is developing in Frence. There the musses are breaking the 
| disciplins of both Socialists and Stalinists. In their strikes end demonstrations 
they are clearing the way for woving in ths direetion of international revolution and 
in such & case must fight Stalinism which is taking deals with their enemies, It is 
inconceivable that tho French workers will yield precedence to the Russia so as to 
permit any further the type of Taumany boss leadership that Stalin has foisted upon 

the internstional working class. 


In short, ths rise of the revolutionary forces in Western Europe is bound to put 
an end to the farce of the world leadership of Stalinism , is bound to causé a recru- 
descence of revolutionsry ardor in Russia itsolf «nd the inevitable fall of Stalinism 

within that country as well, 


From <11 of the above, we con conclude without any pretensions of clairvoyance 
that the days of Stalinism are scon over, that «any event tint throws out of gear the 
present unstable oquibibrium, either war or proletarian revolution, is bound to czuse 
the end of Stlin's power. Destroy the Left Wing as he will, drag the partners of 
Lenin through the filth of the toilets as he has, yet the sharpening of the world 
revolution will in the end destroy Stlin and bury the corpse of the Third Internation- 
al forever. Out of the fires of tho now civil wars will come a new organization c¢:.pable 
of weking the proletarian revolution permanent and bringing Socialist victory not in 
ono country atone but throughout the world. 
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Bondi se Mh 63 ‘the Sonn beh m4 the igpRayon  BavaeraaE thats the “tient 
di:iplayod by the pcople, snd tht ths urgency of the fight has. united in 
various working cl‘ss factions. Whon tno runble of the Sanh lee 
first becmus aud ible within the city, the Spanish working class wowusn, Fox , 
into tigers, rushed into the factorics and offices «ind dragging out seas a folk, ba 
scut thou outside the city gitcs to teot the advancing Fascists. In tee situation — 
Anarcuitt, Cowmunist and Socivlist fought sido by side. SiH yee sit te 
ves 
Yet looking at the civil war more broudly, we have to see that the fighthag, 
been hisidicapped from the start for the working class forecs by the parliauentary ‘a 
friuc in whiich the stato powcr has remained, Though the prosont socialdst government — 
is « step forward from tne provious coalition government, stil! ina period of acute ~~ 
Civil wer, purliaicnts cannot defeat Fa scism; in suci: a situation, only Sovists — 
wnien put the power very directly in the hands of the toilors, can mest the crucitds) a5 
noad. i 
Still, tho most decisive factor has been the failuro of the international 
non-intervontion agroonent. It was plain fron tho start that this ogroement was noth-— 
ing but a whitowash for ths «ctive material support of the Fascist by at least four 
powors: Germany, Italy, Portugal aud finally, England. The assumed neutrality of 
England has sorved offsctivsly to cover up the activitios of Portugal as tha go-be- 
tween for the Fascists outsides and i:side Spain. Portugal is in completo dependence 
on England which owns uost of its banks and industries. There ovon oxists an agroo- 
mont for Engleish @efence of Portugal's borders in caso of attack. With such protsc- © 
tion, Portugal is wow tho base through which ariis, munitions end supjlios rcach tne- 
Sparish "rebels". Tho brother of Tenoral Franco has his headquartors with his Fascist . 
staff in ono of ths «ost jronineut httels of Lisbon. 5 : 


Mors than this,British airpl2nes havo been shipped to the Spanish Fascist 
foress via Frencc. This is not that the victory of Fascist in Spain will’ be soeson- 
forting in its rcosults to British ixpericiicn. It will moan the granting of a naval 

ast to Italy in the Balesric Isles and something sinilar to Gormany. Thus the 
torent to Britnin in the Mediterrancan which took form during the Italian war on 
Ethiopia, will again become crcessiug. King Edward's recent visit to the Neur Bast | 
hed otner objects then a holidsy with Mrs, Simpson. Its purose was to renew fricnd- 
ship with Grecec, Jugo-"lavia and Turkcy, to get the uso of ports on the Meditorran- 
6an end to sway Turkey fron its Soviet oriontation. The threat of Italy, however, 
beconessecondary in ths light of the possibility of « working class victory in Spain. 
Before the menace of Comnunism, intsr-capitalist conflicts becone minor, or seek 
sous ucenis of adjustnant. 


On all sidos the non-interventicn understanding has been flaunted, Ths Spanish, 
nassos have been particularly betrayed in this situation by means of the Franco- — 
Sovist pact. There have boon insistent deiwands of tho Freuen worksrs for sonding ~~ 
aris into Spain, going so far as deuonstrations und even strikes with this deriand. ORD. 
Vhy then nas France hold alock ? We have to see nore the treachery of tho Blua govern 
ménut, wuich fro:: the begianing has tried to stser its way botwoen the workers on the 
ona hand in tho Socialist aid Comiunist partios andthe C.%.T.U., and on the other J 
hand, thecapitalicts of the Radical Socialist Party. To have shipyed aris to Spain 
Would have meant tho withdrawal of those capitalists fro the People's Front and the — 
inv.ediats collapse of the Blum government. Thore arc furthcr complications. It is — ne 

reported om good authroity that England refusod to back Franco in any intornationel 
couplicutions that wight arkse, wore France to scnd arms to Sprin.So the poesfistene 


ra tes tare Wis their own Haha take over the 1h, RM? plants a defy 
ell tients would moan civil war. In wer neantino the tacit refuwal of ce 


The shipnents of arms which havo been recently made from Russia have conic 


belatedly - porhaps too late. Russia in this situation has been playing its own 
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crazy gamc of temporizing with a view to maintaining its equilibrium with the capital 
ist. powors. Ghould it ship arms, it risks the opening up of ths intornatiolial conflic 
which must without long delay be turned against itself. But the non-intervention too 
has: its dangers. There has been great pressure from the working class in Europe, and 
particularly of Francc, to aid the Spainish workers, The disilhusionuent of the 
French workers in Russia endangers the Franco-Sovict Pact in which Russia has staked 
much hope. No foubt there must have been great pressure also from the Russian working 
class. 

: There has been one outstanding exception to the international boycott of tne 
Spanish socialist governmoit. Mexico of al] the powors has dared to help the Spanish 
workers and has sent considsrable nuibsrs of rifled and amunitions to Spain. *hat 
Mexico is somewhat remote froii the danger zone of international war, wiiile it helps 
to account for this step, doos not diminish tho value of the holp. 


With the romoval of the present government to Valencia and tho inmuinont fall 
o@ Madrid, the noxt likely stop is the recognition of the Fascists in control of 
Madrid as the govrnneit of Spain. Italy, Gormany, Portugal and perhaps England will 
bo roady to take tiis rocognition. This wil: wtecon a trenendous reinforcement of 
Fascism in Europe. Now indeed, the French, Belgian and Enlgish worksrs must act 
before it is too latc. 


II. The Sharpening of the Clauss Struggle in England. 


The reecnt cleoctions show a great strongthoning of conssrvatism in England.at 
the samc time that thc working class is moving to tho loft. The relation of forces 
was dramatizcd recently in the terrific dcofoat of tho Fascist in their London “cst 
End march. British lxbor was stirred as it has sot beon for ycars. It turned out in 
full forcec, ocrectcd barricades, and for tho time being defeated Mosley and his 
cohorts. ' | 

Offacical British labor, that is the Labor Party and the T.UC., are swinging 
more and ‘ore to the right, following thoir bosses. The stand of these groups for 
“noutrality" towards Spain in in dofiance of tho will of the workers, and tho Labo 
Party must lose support thereby. Strikes among the coal minors, the cotton fede te 
workers and others show a re-awakening of the will " struggle in the British prolct- 
ariat. The 1.L.P., closely in touch with the P.0.U.a%. in Spain, and activoly. aiding 
moucy and medical supplies, is taking on a more iin dative and disxtinctly class- 
struggle tons. Wo are glad ts note that it is advocating a one day goneral stoppage — 
ain ‘protost against the new regulations and the means test which will make the situ- 
ation or the unemployed mnch ao re difficult. 


yee. fevlays and works 
with the poor Arab elanants for eon struggle Bie) + cee wr Jewish up 
against Groat Britain. But the inhorerit n&tionalis of Zionism, infevting th 
crs! organizations as well as the cnyitelints,proventia this dovelopment. | 
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impcrialisn within Pelestine, but also hindsrs tho union which nignt be achioved of 
Palestine with ths neighdoring countries of Arabia, Porsia , Iraq and Yaitien which 
are looking towards indepondonce from inperialist do iination. Indoed, nationslis: 7 
could be the only outcorie of the reactionary pee of Ziorisn, and ths procent situ- | 
ation, wnore practically martial law exists, and uany have boen killed on both sides, _ 
without the slightest good cithsr to the Jewish Spee: or the Arnb foLlens should be ~ 
» lesso: .to ony worksr who hed sti.ked any hopcs in Zion. * 


IV. The Strugglos of the Belgian Torksrs 


Tne general strike of Junc 1l:.st in Belgium reachcd the groutcst proportions of 
any working class itovecrent in thit country. Although the Belgians and the cxauslG or 
their own coal mine strike of My 1935,,they did not occupy the factories do any ( 
gront cxtcnt.Tiis is tracoadle to the offorts sade by the trado union and iLavor Party 
burcnucracy to prevent such s devclosiient. In f.ct one c=n say that the general gtrik 
as a wholc, starting os it did wita the dockeis of Anuv.rs against their union “grco= 
mont cnd the desire of their 1l¢uders, took place ezainat the wii) on uae organizution 
The Belginn workers fought with the grcatest militane;. They siad egainst them the 
civil guards ond reserves, wich wers ecxlled out without protest or resistance fron 
the Belgian Labor Party or its isiuistors Vandsrvelde und Speak. . 


As in France, it was witu the collsvoration of the reformists and the omployers 
that the strike wes sottlcd wit siall gains. Now the inflation is nullifying - 
gaia in wages, ths forty hour weck wits upon iivestigation, and only half the work- 
ers havs been gréantod the pid vauction. Ons fruit of doubtful flavor of the general 
strike acs bcen a Poojle's “rout arrangsusnt between the Labor Party and the Cownunis 
Thais nowever, will not enuse tuch chango, siuce the Socialist have already for nearly 
two yoars beon in tne governnent. 

tardly nad tho general strike subsidod, when the nowspapors began an anti-Red ~ 
Canpaign, raids took place on «11 cormunist ind Left groups, and the Rexists becuse 
more flugrant. This i:cve culiinatsd in the recont defeat in the strests of Brusscls — 
of the Fascist forcos by the fins sebilizatio. of the workers. Hore, with the similar 
6vent in fy ndon and the splendid fighting of the Spanish workers, is another nore 
e¢lass victory. . on 

fot it would bo dung:rous indocd to bclisve tht there is anythiug decisive pon 
about those tcenporary, local victories of the workings class. $ich struggles ro ab- 
solutcly csscntial to the workers, they are vital ins strengt hening and unifging ths | 
worksrs ranks, but it would be the greatest folly to belisvs Fascisz enn be dofcatod 
by these scans alonc. I¢ is only in the turocs of wide sprend civil war that Fascisil 
with capitaiism us a whole, can be finaily defeated, Al] Signs point to tic inainene® 
of anothcr world blood bath before this can be ncuieyed. Neverthelsss, tho receut 
&cins of tice working class ha s nid ao hopefuily stinulating effect upon thenevenont 
.vorywnere, } io 
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